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202 WESTERN FOLKLORE 


of Christmas day having apparently proved too much for them in many 
instances. (Jan. 5, 1878) 

A Walla Walla merchant has posted up the following motto: “To trust is 
to bust—to bust is hell. No trust, no bust, no hell. (Jan. 12, 1878) 

A general jamboree took place at the brewery on Tuesday evening last. 
A free fight and a general pitch was indulged in until the proprietor suc- 
ceeded in getting the doors closed and the lights out. One man took up lodg- 
ings for the night, as a result of the melee, in the skucum house. (Feb. 9, 
1878) 

Some dirty scrub on Sunday night went around to all the business houses 
in town when all honest men were asleep and left at their doors a scurrilous 
writing defaming the character of a lady in town. A coat of tar and feathers 
awaits the return of the scrub. (Feb. 16, 1878) 

A Montana Justice of the Peace doesn’t splurge when he marries a couple. 
He says: “Arise! Grab hands! Hitched! Six dollars!” And that is all of it. 
(Feb. 28, 1878) 

McLyons, our tonsorial artist, is constructing a bathroom. Good. (Mar. 16, 
1878) 

Salve. A man in Nebraska has patented a new, powerful, double-acting 
salve, which shows power never exhibited by salves of any kind. The inventor 
accidentally cut off the tail of a tame wolf, and immediately applying some 
of the salve to the stump a new tail grew out. Then, picking up the old tail, 
he applied some salve to the raw end of that, and a wolf grew out; but he 
was a wild wolf and had to be shot. (Mar. 23, 1878) 

The story comes from Deadwood in the Black Hills, that the member of 
a certain church congregation was bowie-knifed by a zealous deacon for 
putting a counterfeit quarter in the contribution box, and the excited pastor, 
without leaving his pulpit, shot the good deacon for creating a disturbance 
during divine worship. (Apr. 18, 1878) 

C. Grant Loomist 
University of California, Berkeley 


@ Miscellany of Idaho Superstitions.—_In order to demonstrate to a univer- 
sity class that a variety of superstitions persists even in our enlightened age, 
I assigned 25 students in a freshman composition section at the University 
of Idaho to write essays on superstitions which they believed or half-believed. 
The following items, representing a cross section of the results, are arranged 
roughly in order from common and ancient folk beliefs to more personal 
and modern ones. 
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1. 


2: 


Oe 


13. 


14. 


15. 


The day it lightnings and thunders in February it will frost on that day in 
May. (Walter Adams, Wendell) 

If it starts raining before seven (cf. Z71.5), it will quit before eleven. (Walter 
Adams, Wendell) 

I have heard if your ears are burning then one of your friends is talking about 
you. Another superstition I have heard of is if your nose itches then someone 
wants to visit you. (Deanna Bohanan, Mullan) 


. In my family there is a belief that putting silver in the window on New Year's 


Eve will assure money in the house for the coming year. (Darwin J. Witte, 
Moscow) 


. My grandfather believed that crops should be sown from North to South, 


rather than from East to West. (Gary Willis, Nampa) 


. You should never set a hen on an even number (Z71.0.1) of eggs, or you will 


have no chickens at all. (Gary Willis, Nampa) 


. Some people who are sick believe that if they bury a potato they will get well 


faster. When my grandmother was sick, or thought she was, she felt better 
immediately after burying a potato. (Richard M. Bloom, Smelterville) 


. My father has one superstition that I can remember. Whenever I rocked a 


chair that I was not sitting in he would tell me to stop because it would bring 
bad luck (cf. F473.2.1; G249.11). (Richard M. Bloom, Smelterville) 


. My mother now tells me that while she was raising us children to disbelieve 


all taboos and witchcraft, she herself still had some superstitious habits. She 
would never walk under ladders, and she picked up pins for good luck, 
although she knew that these were not reasonable actions. (Don Ferney, 
Moscow) 


. My mother becomes very nervous whenever she sees two knives crossed, or 


when a knife falls on the floor. She is also against walking under a ladder. 
(Sharon English, Spokane, Wash.) 


. I wished for a horse when I blew the white tufts off a dandelion. (Marcia 


Studebaker, Moscow) 


. The manager, when our [baseball] team was at bat, would run over and touch 


third base. After touching the base, he would go to the coaching box, and 
with the toe of his foot he would make an “X” in the dirt. (Nicholas Edgar, 
Twin Falls) 

Once the dealer [in a card game] has started dealing a new game, I will not 
light a cigarette until that game is over. If I do light a cigarette and notice 
my mistake, I think the hand is as good as lost (N6). (Richard M. Bloom, 
Smelterville) 

A friend of mine believes that if he left the money in the pot that won for 
him, he would continue to win (N6). He has tried taking the money out 
several times, and when he did he started to lose; when he put it back again, 
he started winning once more. (Stanley Grisham, Murtaugh) 

I have a green dress which I think is very pretty; however I seldom wear it 
because the first three times I wore it I became ill. Now I always hate to wear 
it for fear that the same thing will happen again. (Sharon English, Spokane, 
Wash.) 


JAN HaARro_p BRUNVAND 


University of Idaho 
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